
 

 

 

 

 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Morning Prayer 
April 18, 2021 

 

Prelude- Fantasy on "When Morning Gilds the Skies"         H. Alexander Matthews 
 
Hymn– 1982 HYMNAL # 417  This is the feast of victory for our God   
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God.   Colossians 3:1 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter  
 
Officiant          Lord, open our lips. 
People            And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and will be for ever. Amen.  
 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. Alleluia. 
 
Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum  1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 
Corinthians 15:20-22  
 
Alleluia.  
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 
Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  



For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 
 
Psalm 4   Cum invocarem 
 

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
you set me free when I am hard-pressed; 
have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; * 
how long will you worship dumb idols 
and run after false gods?" 

3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; * 
when I call upon the LORD, he will hear me. 

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
and put your trust in the LORD. 

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" * 
Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O LORD. 

7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
for only you, LORD, make me dwell in safety. 

 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
First Reading - Acts 3:12-19 
 
Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you 
stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 
Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. “And now, friends, 
I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what 
he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent 
therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
Lector         The Word of the Lord. 
People        Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 



Canticle   The Song of Moses    Cantemus Domino           Exodus 15:1-6, 11-13, 17-18  
 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *  
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  
    the Lord has become my Savior.  
This is my God and I will praise him, *  
    the God of my people and I will exalt him.  
The Lord is a mighty warrior; *  
    Yahweh is his Name.  
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  
    the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.  
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  
    they sank into the depths like a stone.  
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *  
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  
    who is like you, glorious in holiness,  
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  
You stretched forth your right hand; *  
    the earth swallowed them up.  
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *  
    with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  
You will bring them in and plant them *  
    on the mount of your possession,  
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  
The Lord shall reign *  
    for ever and for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Second Reading - 1 John 3:1-7 
  
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and 
that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 
we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he 
is. And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. Everyone 
who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; 
no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive 
you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.  
 
Lector        The Word of the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God.  
 



Canticle    You are God    Te Deum laudamus  
 
You are God: we praise you;  
You are the Lord; we acclaim you;  
You are the eternal Father:  
All creation worships you.  
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven,  
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise:  
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
The glorious company of apostles praise you.  
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you.  
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you.  
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you;  
    Father, of majesty unbounded,  
    your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
    and You, Christ, are the king of glory,  
the eternal Son of the Father.  
When you became man to set us free  
you did not shun the Virgin's womb.  
You overcame the sting of death  
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers.  
You are seated at God's right hand in glory.  
We believe that you will come and be our judge.  
    Come then, Lord, and help your people,  
    bought with the price of your own blood,  
    and bring us with your saints he Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Gospel Reading – Luke 24:36b-48 
 
Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They 
were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, 
“Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands 
and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh 
and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said this, he showed them his 
hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 
to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and 
he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them, “These are my words that I 
spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah 
is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and 
forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. 
 
Lector      The Word of the Lord.      
People    Thanks be to God.     .  



Meditation and Sharing 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  
    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers  
 
The Lord’s Prayer will be read in one language and we encourage you to pray in the language of your 
hearts. 

 
Officiant     The Lord be with you.     
People         And also with you.      
Officiant     Let us pray.      
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Suffage  A  
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
R.    And we shall never hope in vain.    
  



A Collect for Sundays 
 
O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of 
your Son our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the 
week to come may be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day    
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: 
Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
A Collect for Grace  
 
Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new 
day: Preserve us with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome 
by adversity; and in all we do, direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
A Collect for the Renewal of Life  
 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow 
of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep 
your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with 
cheerfulness during the day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Prayers for Mission  
 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before 
you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly 
and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Anthem  – O sons and daughters, let us sing        C. V. Stanford 
 
Authorized intercessions and thanksgivings may follow. 
 

Prayers of The People 
 
Let us offer our prayers of praise and thanksgiving to God who has given us new life and 
hope. 



We pray for the Church that its leaders may proclaim the good news of the 
Resurrection. We pray especially for Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, for Bishops Ian 
and Laura, for Dean Lina, Canon Jorge, and Deacon Bonnie.  We also pray for our 
associate clergy, Tim, Jay, Lee Ann.  We pray for our sister Diocese of Aberdeen and 
Orkney, especially for Bishop Anne.  
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 
 

We pray for peace in our world. We pray especially for countries where violence and 
injustice are the backdrop of everyday life, that your victory over the powers of evil 
may lead to joy and life in all its fullness. 
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 
 

We pray for Joseph Biden, the President of the United States, the members of 
Congress, and elected officials at all levels.  We pray especially for every person in 
position of leadership in Connecticut that they will govern with wisdom, integrity, and 
courage to ensure the health, safety and welfare of the people they serve. 
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 
 

We pray for our Cathedral Chapter, Congregations Committee, Ministry Teams and 
for all the members of our Cathedral Congregations that we may walk in the 
presence of the Risen Lord with a renewed spirit of community and mission. 
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 

 
We pray for all who live in darkness and are without hope, especially the sick in body 
and mind, the homeless and hungry, the lonely and abandoned and those who need 
healing of past hurts and memories. 
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 
We present to you, O Lord, those who have asked for our prayers: Melinda, Luisa,  
Jerrylyn, Felicity, Payton, Sherrod, Graham, Richard, Alida, Kevin, Samy, Sarah, Molly, 
Mark, Jennifer, Bill, Betty Jo, Michael, Tita, Jason, Andrew, Jervis, Jeannie, Denise, 
Shelly N., Paul, Dennis, Melissa, Peggy, Jack S., Charlene, Marcia, Lori, Sean, Mary, 
Diane, Andrew, David, Shaun, Jack, Thomas, Alberto, Madeline, Kelley, Allison, Elaine, 
Dina, Aubrey, Bill, Grace, Ben, Frank, Eric, Sonia, Rosalee, Simone, Nelson, Joan, and 
for those we now name in our hearts.  
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 



We remember and give thanks for all those who have passed beyond death and 
rejoice in your kingdom. 
Hear us Lord, 
For your mercy is great 
 
Officiant: 
 
By your mercy Lord, hear the prayers we offer this day, and give us new life, and new 
hope through the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,  
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks  
for all your goodness and loving-kindness  
to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
and all the blessings of this life;  
but above all for your immeasurable love  
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;  
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.  
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,  
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives,  
by giving up our selves to your service,  
and by walking before you  
in holiness and righteousness all our days;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord,  
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 
Then may be said 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia! Let us bless the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia! 
 
Hymn – LEVAS # 42  He Lives!   
 
The Officiant may then conclude with the following 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.    2 Corinthians 13:14 

 
Postlude - Festival Alleluia          Dan Miller



Music Copy right for this service: 
 
Fantasy on "When Morning Gilds the Skies," by H. Alexander Matthews, copyright 
1949, Theodore Presser, Co. All rights reserved. 
This is the feast of victory for our God, words adapt. John W. Arthur (1922-1980), 
music: Festival Canticle, Richard Hillert (b. 1923) ©1970 Augsburg Fortress. 
O sons and daughters by C. V. Stanford, Varied Harmonies for Organ 
Accompaniment (and Voices ad libitum) of Certain Tunes in Hymns Ancient And 
Modern  
(William Clowes and Sons Limited, London, n.d. [c.1912], public domain. 
He lives! By Alfred H. Ackley, ©1990 Belwin Mills/Alfred 
Festival Alleluia from Two Hymn Settings by Dan Miller ©1999 Birnamwood 
Publications (ASCAP), a division of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.  
Permission to reprint and podcast/stream the music in this service was obtained from 
OneLicense, License#A-733705. All rights reserved. 
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